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1/c Patrick Ledzian 
Class of 2017  

Electrical Engineering 
 

 
 

Ensign Chris DiBari will be representing the U.S. and the Coast Guard Academy as a cultural ambassador 
while pursuing a Master of Arts degree in Environment and Natural Resources with a concentration in 
Natural Resource Management at the University of Iceland in Reykjavik, Iceland during 2017-2018 and 
2018-2019 academic years. As a Fulbright scholar, ENS DiBari plans to study Arctic fisheries management 
strategies and policies. His research thesis will focus on examining current management strategies that 
apply to mackerel stock in the North-East Atlantic (NEA). The goal is to propose a fisheries management 
plan for the NEA coastal states in order to promote sustainable fisheries management practices through 
international cooperation between Iceland and the NEA coastal states. ENS DiBari is currently assigned 
to the USCGC HEALY (WAGB 20) as a Deck Watch Officer.  Since joining HEALY, ENS DiBari has earned 
qualification as an in port and underway Officer of the Deck, and is currently working towards his 
Boarding Officer qualification. In addition to standing watch, ENS DiBari is the Communications Officer 
and Assistant Public Affairs Officer and has acted as a project officer for a variety of different 
assignments.  In October 2016, ENS DiBari returned from a four month deployment where he worked in 
collaboration with the rest of HEALY's crew and science party to conduct science missions in marine 
biology, physical oceanography, and deep sea mapping. This summer, ENS DiBari will join HEALY on 
another Arctic exploration mission prior to beginning his studies in Iceland in August 2017. 

1/c Patrick Ledzian: 2017-2018 Fulbright Award to Netherlands and  
2017-2019 Justus en Louise van Effen Excellence Scholarship 

 

First Class Cadet Patrick Ledzian, the Electrical Engineering major, of United States Coast Guard 
Academy (USCGA) has received a 2017-2018 Fulbright U.S. Student Program grant to pursue a two-year 
Master of Science degree in Systems and Control at the Technical University of Delft (TU Delft) in Delft, 
Netherlands. Patrick Ledzian is also a recipient of a Justus en Louise van Effen Excellence Scholarship 
2017-2019 from Delft University of Technology, Delft Netherlands which complements his Fulbright 
scholarship.  Patrick Ledzian is the first graduate of the USCGA obtaining two scholarships to pursue 
the same program�X�� �>�����Ì�]���v�[��s Fulbright research project will focus on building an artificial intelligence 
technology that can operate safely, efficiently, and reliably in an unpredictable environment. He will be 
developing a fault-tolerant and predictive flight control system that will be able to detect objects that 
unexpectedly obstruct or destruct its operation, to respond quickly to prevent damage or destruction, 
and to reprogram its operation in order to complete a designated task. The research methodology will 
include the design of individual sensors, the integration of sensors in an intelligent network, and at the 
end optimizing and testing the control system in real world applications.  The project will be conducted 
collaboratively with the scholars from the Robotics Institute at TU Delft.  
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Commander William Woityra 
Class of 1999  

 

Commander William Woityra has been selected for a 2017 Fulbright Award to study in Finland. He will 
represent the U.S. and the Coast Guard as a cultural ambassador, working with the Finnish 
Transportation Agency to pursue a research study regarding the design, construction, operations, and 
management of icebreakers. �����Z�� �t�}�]�š�Ç�Œ���[�•�� �‰�Œ�}�P�Œ���u�� �}�(�� �•�š�µ���Ç�� �Á�]�o�o�� �]�v���o�µ������ �š�]�u���� �µ�v�����Œ�Á���Ç�� �}�v�� �&�]�v�v�]�•�Z��
icebreakers, learning and sharing icebreaking tactics, techniques, and procedures. He will sail on the 
recently commissioned multi-mission icebreaker POLARIS.  He will also spend time in Helsinki at the 
Finnish Transportation Agency studying the management of the international fleet of Baltic icebreakers 
from Finland, Sweden, and other nations. These management techniques are highly relevant to joint 
U.S.-Canadian icebreaking efforts on the Great Lakes. He is optimistic that many best practices can be 
shared to improve efficiency to the benefit of service users. While in Helsinki, he will also have the 
opportunity to engage with world renowned naval architects at Aker Arctic to further deepen his 
understanding of the latest achievements in icebreaker design and construction. CDR Woityra currently 
serves as the Ice Operations division chief in the Office of Waterways Management at Coast Guard 
Headquarters. He is the program manager for domestic and polar icebreaking policy. His duties further 
entail service as liaison officer to the National Science Foundation and Joint Task Force Support Forces 
Antarctica. In this role, Woityra spent January 2017 at McMurdo Station in Antarctica, supporting CGC 
POLAR STAR in their successful completion of Operation Deep Freeze 2017. 


