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Next, we spent a week on the Academy T-Boats.  The 65-foot long tugboats are used as training vessels, and we spent the week out ramming around in the sound and river.  During this week, we learned the basics of ship handling and the fundamentals of how to drive boats.  We anchored out off of Block Island and had a swim call, as well as did some grilling and tanning.  We also made an instructional video regarding aft steering usage in an emergency, just for kicks and giggles.  

Following our week learning about ships and tugboats, we spent two weeks out sailing and learning the fundamentals of sailing vessels for the CSTP (Coastal Sail Training Program).  During those two weeks, we sailed around much of New England on the Academy’s 44-foot Morris yachts, which we have dubbed “Leadership 44s.”  Each day, you were assigned a new position and had a different duty which you were required to fulfill.  They ranged from making sure the boat was secure while in port, to cooking, to navigating, to calling the shots on what the boat did.  Most of the time, my boat (Shearwater) was the last one into port.  The main reasons for that were we legitimately enjoyed sailing and weren’t racing to get to the liberty.  Instead we were doing things like anchoring out for lunch, grilling, swimming, napping, tanning and generally enjoying each other’s company.  One day we even rigged up a rope swing using the spinnaker pole and were swinging out into the water from the spin pole.  Overall, those two weeks we spent on the 44s was probably the best two weeks I’ve spent at the Academy yet.  It was awesome.

Finally, it came time to prepare to be cadre.  In the week following CSTP, we prepped for our voyage.  We spent a lot of time in the simulators, practicing the general concepts of ship driving, as well as went down and got underway on the tugboats.  We did a navigation brief for the underway transit and got to see all the Navigational Aids we would have to pick from for our time on Eagle.  The highlight of that week was most definitely when I made Eagle fly in the simulator.  What I mean by that is while I was conning Eagle into port in the simulators, Eagle suddenly took flight, and we have the photographs to prove it.  Me and Eagle—the history of breaking things on that boat is immense. 

The culmination of our summer was with our Eagle experience.  Those of us who didn’t fly to Halifax departed the Academy at a little after midnight on the Friday of our prep week on buses, knowing that we would be spending the next fourteen hours together—on buses with swabs.  To say our bus was awesome would be an understatement.  We ended up having a lounge-like thing in the back of our bus with a fridge, coffee maker and toaster oven.  We also had a table with two sets of two chairs facing each other, and a half moon setup of chairs.  We all snuggled in tight, watched movies, and graded tests we administered to the swabs, which was of course intermittent with some napping and brief conversations.  

When we arrived on Eagle, we immediately began settling both ourselves and the swabs in.  We did so fairly efficiently and earned liberty during the first weekend in Halifax.  At the end of the trip, we had taken liberty in Halifax, Nova Scotia, Portland, Maine and Newport, Rhode Island.  All of which we had a blast in. 

Underway, I got to stand qualified watches, observe sunset and sunrise from the royals, stand an engineering watch or two, mess cook and get to know some of the members of 2016 pretty well.  I also got to ride out on the bowsprit with my division for a little over an hour, and give the Navy and Air Force exchangers their first taste underway on Eagle.  I had the pleasure of sharing my division with one of the exchange cadets from the Air Force Academy, and got to answer a lot of fun questions about our academy, and even compare our academies a little bit.  It was great to learn about their school, how things operate there and why they operate differently.  It also gives us ideas and hope for potential changes to be made in our academy. 

I learned a lot this summer, both about myself and my leadership styles, and about my classmates and how they lead.  It was awesome to be underway standing watches, but also to be ensuring the safety of people brand new to the Coast Guard, or experiencing their first underway.  Knowing that I am the one who introduced many of the swabs to being underway, or the one who gave them crackers their first time being seasick is a really humbling notion, and I’m highly grateful for the opportunity which was extended to me by Eagle this summer. 

Returning to the Academy after three weeks underway with the crew and wardroom of Eagle was bittersweet, to say the least.  While I’m happy to be back at school and embarking upon a new school year, it’s sad knowing that you won’t be getting up to watch the sunrise from the royals, and knowing that you won’t be plotting fixes to literally know where you are on a chart.  It’s sad knowing that the sea won’t be rocking me to sleep at night and the stars will be a little dimmer due to not being at sea.  But most of all, leaving the people who are on Eagle permanently and TAD is terrible.  The crew of Eagle is the most patient, giving and tolerant group of people I have ever encountered.  They are always willing to educate, to teach and to explain even the littlest things, regardless of time, whether it’s day or night.  

This semester I am looking at 18.25 credits.  My courses will include Materials for Civil Engineers, Environmental Engineering I, Structural Analysis I, Fluid Mechanics, Rhetoric and Courtroom Advocacy, International Law, and Personal Defense II.  This will be my lightest semester yet at the academy, and without a doubt I intend to enjoy it.   I will also be qualifying as an EMT Basic at Connecticut College, and have recently become a member at Old Mystic Fire Department where I will be volunteering over the course of the semester. I will hopefully be shooting for part of the semester, and will also be working with the sailing team and bowling team.  I will also be assuming the role of Secretary of the EMS Club, as a side activity to fill some of my free time.  My academic advisor and I were joking that I had to fill my time, or I would have too many opportunities to get into trouble—so fill my time I did. 
